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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Introduction: Every believer wrestles at some point with the same questions: 
Am I right with God? 
Does He truly accept me? 
Am I clean? 
Am I enough? 
For many, the Christian life becomes a cycle of trying harder, doing more, and hoping that one day they’ll finally feel “righteous enough.”

But the Gospel does not begin with your effort. It begins with God’s decision. Before you ever prayed a prayer, before you ever tried to fix yourself, before you ever took one step toward Him—God had already made a way for you to stand before Him clean, accepted, and fully righteous.

Righteousness is not a ladder you climb. It is a gift you receive. It is not a process you grow into. It is an identity you step into. And today, we’re going to see from the Word that righteousness is not fragile, temporary, or performance‑based. It is eternal, Blood‑bought, and anchored in the finished work of Jesus Christ.

I. The Reality of Righteousness
1. Romans 3:23-26 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Him as an atoning sacrifice in His blood through faith, in order to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance He had passed over the sins committed beforehand. 26 He did this to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and to justify the one who has faith in Jesus.
A. Paul doesn’t start with human effort—he starts with human inability. All have sinned. All have fallen short. But God did something about it. He justified us freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
B. Atoning Sacrifice: hilastérion (hil-as-tay'-ree-on) mercy seat, propitiation, an atoning victim, a place where atonement is made.  
1) It describes actions, sacrifices, or gestures intended to make amends, atone for sin, or appease guilt.
2) It signifies something offered to pay a penalty AND to restore harmony.
3) The lid of the Ark of the Covenant where the blood of the sacrifice was sprinkled 7 times on the Day of Atonement each year. (Leviticus 16:14-15)
4) [bookmark: 13]Hebrews 9:11-12 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that have come, He went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made by hands and is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by the blood of goats and calves, but He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by His own blood, thus securing eternal redemption.
5) [bookmark: 23][bookmark: 24]Hebrews 9:21-24 In the same way, he sprinkled with blood the tabernacle and all the vessels used in worship. 22 According to the law, in fact, nearly everything must be purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 23 So it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a man-made copy of the true sanctuary, but He entered heaven itself, now to appear on our behalf in the presence of God.
6) Jesus’ Blood is the only Atoning Sacrifice acceptable to the God, the Righteous Judge.
7) In Heaven’s Sanctuary the Blood of Jesus Christ is ETERNALLY on the Mercy Seat and the Father has ETERNALLY accepted that Sacrifice as RIGHTEOUS! 
C. Righteousness: dikaiosuné (dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay) justice, justness, rightness, right standing
1) The condition or state of being as such as we ought to be.
2) A righteousness of which God is the Source: a divine righteousness.
3) There are NOT degrees of righteousness. 
4) Righteous and Unrighteousness are both ABSOLUTE states of being with NO middle ground.
D. Justify: dikaioó (dik-ah-yo'-o) to justify, to acquit, prove innocent, to declare or make righteous. To render a verdict of not guilty while also pronouncing one completely justified.
1) The verb “dikaioó” primarily means to declare or pronounce someone as righteous. 
2) In a legal sense, it refers to the act of acquitting or vindicating someone, declaring them free from guilt or blame. 
3) In the New Testament, it is often used in the context of God's act of declaring a sinner righteous through faith in Jesus Christ.
4) And here’s the miracle:
5) The only One who had the authority to judge you unrighteous has already judged you righteous in Christ!
2. 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.
A. “The Great Exchange”
B. Made: poieó (poy-eh'-o) made, to make, to do, to fulfill, to accomplish, to produce, to create, to be the author of, to form, to fashion, to make a path.
C. Become: ginomai (ghin'-om-ahee) to come into being, to happen, to become, to emerge, become, transitioning from one point (realm, condition) to another, signifies a change of condition, state, or place.
D. God Himself made a way where there was no way. He cleansed us, made us righteous, and adopted us into His family according to His original intent—to have a family that looks like Him.
E. God is righteous and His Righteousness HAS become my righteousness!

II. The Gift of Righteousness
1. [bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20]Romans 5:15-19 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many! 16 Again, the gift is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment that followed one sin brought condemnation, but the gift that followed many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 18 So then, just as one trespass brought condemnation for all men, so also one act of righteousness brought justification and life for all men. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.
A. “the gift is not like the trespass”
1) The gift of salvation is NOT to be compared to the trespass of Adam in the Garden.
2) The trespass of Adam killed all men.
3) Adam’s death was passed onto all men WITHOUT their choice.
4) Through the finished works of Jesus Christ gave all men have a choice.
5) The grace of God through Jesus Christ, resurrects all men who believe.
6) 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
7) One man—Adam got us into this mess.
8) One Man—Jesus Christ, got us out—those who simply believe.
B. [bookmark: 10]Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and this not from yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
1) We “receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness” by grace, through faith!
2) Everything God gives is by grace.
3) Everything we receive is through faith.
4) Grace provides.
5) Faith receives.
6) Jesus Christ through Faith Alone = Everything!
7) In the Kingdom everything will always operate by this principle or spiritual law – BY GRACE, THROUGH FAITH!

III. Closing
1. Righteousness is not a feeling. It is not a mood. It is not a reward. It is not fragile. It is not temporary.
2. Righteousness is the eternal verdict of Heaven over your life because of the Blood of Jesus Christ.
3. You stand before God today as clean as Jesus, as accepted as Jesus, as righteous as Jesus—not because of your performance, but because of His Substitutionary Sacrifice.
4. So walk in boldness. Walk in confidence. Walk in the freedom of sons and daughters who know they belong in the Presence of their Father.
5. You ARE the righteousness of God in Christ!

