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Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, IN JESUS NAME!
[bookmark: 15]Text: Colossians 2:13–15 (BSB) When you were dead in your trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our trespasses, 14having canceled the debt ascribed to us in the decrees that stood against us. He took it away, nailing it to the cross!  15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

I. INTRODUCTION — The Courtroom of Calvary 
Colossians 2:13–15 reveals the Cross as the day your record died. Every charge, every violation, every debt, every accusation — all of it stood written against you. The law had documented it. Justice demanded it. Hell depended on it. But at Calvary, Jesus took the entire record and nailed it to His own body.
The handwriting of ordinances was erased. The legal ground of the enemy was removed. The powers were stripped of jurisdiction. The Cross was not just the place where blood was shed — it was the place where the evidence against you was destroyed. Every charge was answered. Every debt was paid. Every claim was cancelled. Every power was stripped. The Cross was the moment Heaven issued a legal ruling hell can never appeal. Hell lost because God executed justice.
This is message establishes the legal foundation of the believer’s authority.

II. DEBT — SIN CREATED A LEGAL OBLIGATION
(Why the Cross had to be legal)
1. Sin is a legal violation (paraptōmati)
Colossians 2:13 — “When you were dead in your trespasses…”
A. The Greek word for “trespasses” is paraptōmati (pa‑rahp‑TOH‑mah‑tee) a legal violation, a breach of jurisdiction, a step outside divine authority.
B. Sin is jurisdictional breach.
C. Sin steps outside divine authority. 
D. Sin violates divine law. 
E. Sin incurs legal obligation.
2. Sin created a legal debt (cheirographon)
Colossians 2:14 — “having canceled the debt ascribed to us in the decrees that stood against us…”
A. The Greek word for “debt ascribed” is cheirographon (khi-rog'-raf-on) a handwritten legal certificate of indebtedness, a binding legal document, a contract of obligation, a record of debt.
B. Sin created a legal debt.
C. Humanity owed a debt it could not pay
D. The cheirographon declared: guilt, violation, penalty, obligation
E. The debt was real, legal, and demanded payment
3. Sin carries legal consequences
A. Romans 6:23 — “For the wages of sin is death…”
B. Wages = legal compensation, the judicial payment owed for violation.
C. Violation demands penalty
D. Law demands satisfaction
E. You cannot walk in authority until you understand the debt Christ canceled for you — the Reality of Righteousness. 
III. PENALTY — DEATH WAS THE LEGAL SENTENCE FOR SIN
(Why the Cross had to be legal — and why authority was lost)
1. Romans 5:12 — “sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin…”
Death is not an experience — death is a sentence.
2. Death is the legal penalty for sin
A. Romans 6:23 — wages = legal compensation.
B. Sin earns death.
3. Death is the courtroom verdict
A. Death is the judicial consequence of paraptōmati.
B. Death is the legal penalty demanded by the cheirographon
4. Death is the legal claim of the enemy
A. [bookmark: 16]Hebrews 2:14 — “Now since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity, so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”
B. The devil held the legal right and authority to enforce death because Adam’s paraptōmati transferred jurisdiction.
5. The penalty had to be paid
A. God cannot violate His own justice. 
B. Justice must be satisfied.
C. Humanity stood condemned.
D. Sin’s sentence was death. 

IV. PAYMENT — JESUS SATISFIED THE LEGAL REQUIREMENT
(How the Cross fulfilled justice — and restored the possibility of authority)
1. Blood is required for forgiveness
Hebrews 9:22 — “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”
A. Forgiveness requires payment in Blood.
2. Blood is legal currency
Leviticus 17:11 — “For the life of the flesh is in the blood” 
B. Life is the legal payment for death.
3. Jesus offered His perfect Blood
A. 2 Corinthians 5:21 — “God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
B. Jesus had: no paraptōmati, no guilt, no debt
C. His Blood was: acceptable, sufficient, legal, final payment
D. Righteousness is not a feeling; it is a legal verdict. 
E. You stand legally justified before God, in Christ.
4. Jesus satisfied the claims of justice completely
A. The penalty was paid in full by His Blood. 
B. The debt was satisfied. 
5. The Mercy Seat Ledger
In the Temple once a year on the Day of Atonement, the high priest would sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice on the mercy seat. It wasn’t symbolic — it was transactional.
The priest wasn’t performing a ritual — he was making payment.
Blood was the currency. 
Life of the sacrifice was the cost. 
Forgiveness was the legal result.
Authority is impossible without the Atonement; Jesus’ Blood is the legal foundation of dominion.

V. THE LEGAL TRIUMPH — WHAT HAPPENED AT THE CROSS
(The moment authority was legally restored)
Colossians 2:14–15 is one event with four movements.
1. Cancellation — exaleiphó
A. “He canceled the debt… He took it away…”
B. Exaleiphó (ex-al-i'-fo) = to wipe away, erase, remove from legal record.
C. The cheirographon was not ignored — it was erased.
D. Your sin once and for all was judged at the Cross and the Blood of Christ satisfies the legal claims of justice.
E. After His Resurrection Jesus took His Blood into the Holy Place on the Mercy Seat in Heaven where it eternally speaks that our cheirographon has been paid in full. (Hebrews 9:11-12; Hebrews 9:23-26) 
F. Ancient Wax Debt Tablets 
In this time debts were often recorded on wooden tablets covered in wax. Every violation was etched into the wax as a legal record. When the debt was paid, the creditor heated the wax and wiped the tablet completely smooth — erasing every charge, removing every accusation, leaving no record behind. 
The Blood of Jesus didn’t just mark your debt “Paid in Full.” It erased the record entirely. Hell has nothing left to point to.
G. Authority begins where debt ends. You cannot be accused of what Christ erased.
2. Disarmament — apekduomai
A. “having disarmed the powers and authorities…”
B. Apekduomai (ap-ek-doo'-om-ahee) = stripped, divested, totally disarmed, to spoil completely
C. The devil has been stripped completely of all authority and power. He has NO ABILITY to directly attack or legally accuse us.
D. The Stripped General
In the ancient world — especially in Rome — when a military commander was found guilty of treason, corruption, or abuse of power, he wasn’t simply removed from office. He was publicly stripped. It happened in stages.
First, his helmet was taken — symbolizing the loss of his right to command.
Then his breastplate — symbolizing the loss of protection and honor.
Then his sword — symbolizing the loss of his right to wage war.
Then his insignia — the badges, crests, and emblems that represented his authority.
Piece by piece, the symbols of his rank were removed.
He was left standing in front of the army and the people: weaponless, powerless, dishonored, dethroned, legally disqualified
He was no longer a general. He was no longer a threat. He was no longer a ruler. He was no longer a commander. He was a stripped enemy — defeated not by force, but by legal judgment.
Rome didn’t just defeat him militarily. Rome defeated him legally — by removing his authority.
This is exactly what Paul is describing with the Greek word apekduomai
Satan didn’t just lose a fight — he lost his jurisdiction.
The demonic powers didn’t just lose a battle — they lost their legal right to operate.
The Cross didn’t just overpower the enemy — the Cross disrobed the enemy.
E. You do not fight an armed enemy. You simple enforce the victory over a disarmed one.
3. Public Spectacle — deigmatizó
A. “He made a public spectacle of them…”
B. Deigmatizó (digh-mat-id'-zo) = exposed publicly, displayed openly, to exhibit
C. The devil was stripped and paraded as a defeated enemy.
D. The authority of the believer confronts what Christ exposed.
4. Triumph — thriambeuó
A. “triumphing over them by the cross.”
B. Thriambeuó (three-am-byoo'-o) = to triumph, to lead in triumphal procession 
C. The defeated devil was paraded for all to see.
D. The Roman “Triumph” Parade
In Rome, a Triumph was the highest honor a general could receive. It was not a parade — it was a legal ceremony, a military declaration, a public spectacle of absolute victory.
A Triumph was granted only when: the enemy was completely defeated, the territory was fully secured, the war was unquestionably won, and the general returned with proof of victory.
The conquering general entered the city in a golden chariot, pulled by white horses, wearing a crown of laurel — the symbol of unquestioned victory.
Behind him walked the defeated kings — stripped, chained, weaponless, dethroned.
Their presence was legal evidence that the war was over and the enemy had no remaining authority.
Behind them came the spoils: captured weapons, seized idols, plundered riches, symbols of the enemy’s former power.
Rome displayed everything the enemy once used to rule — now taken, seized, and transferred.
At the end of the parade, the defeated kings were brought before the people. Their crowns were removed. Their scepters were broken. Their authority was publicly revoked.
The general lifted his hands, and the crowd shouted: “Triumph!”
E. The “Triumph” was not just militarily — it was legal.
Rome used the Triumph to declare: “This enemy has no authority left. This enemy cannot rise again. This enemy cannot reclaim territory. This enemy cannot challenge Rome. This enemy is legally defeated.”
Paul uses this image to show: satan’s authority is revoked. Demonic jurisdiction is removed. Hell’s legal standing is gone. The enemy’s claims are invalid. The enemy’s power is broken. The enemy’s reign is over.
The Triumph is the legal announcement of Christ’s victory.
F. You are not fighting a mighty enemy — you are enforcing the defeat of a paraded enemy.

VI. ENFORCEMENT — BELIEVERS ENFORCE WHAT JESUS ACCOMPLISHED
(Authority unused is authority forfeited)
1. James 4:7 — “Submit to God, resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
A. You don’t fight for victory — you enforce victory.
B. Victory is not automatic — authority must enforced. 
C. You stand. You resist. You speak. You reign.
D. You are not fighting an enemy who is: armed, enthroned, empowered, authorized, ruling, reigning, commanding.
E. You are resisting an enemy who is: chained, stripped, dethroned, disarmed, exposed, humiliated, defeated.
E. The enemy is not marching toward victory — he is marching in Christ’s parade.
F. He is not conquering — he is conquered.
G. He is not ruling — he is ruined.
H. He is not enthroned — he is in the procession.
I. This is the authority-of-the-believer:
· You do not fight for triumph. You walk in the triumph Christ already won. 
· You do not fight for victory. You enforce the victory Christ already declared. 
· You do not fight a reigning enemy. You resist a paraded enemy.
